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Clanna Gael Fontenoy GAA Club 

CLANNS UPDATE 
 

 
   

Proud sponsors of Clanna Gael Fontenoy 

 

Club News 
 

U15 girls: strong  start to 
football championship  
Our U15 girls kicked off their 
championship campaign on Saturday 
with a tough away fixture to Round 
Towers, Clondalkin. Both teams had 
met in the league a month ago. In 
that encounter Clanns were behind in 
the first half only to pull clear in the 
second half to win.  This time round 
all the coaches and the referee were 
rightly concerned with the state of 
the pitch – making it impossible to 
bounce the ball successfully.  
 
Clanns got off to a magnificent start 
using sharp hand passes and soloing 
to keep the ball moving and off the 
ground. Laragh opened the scoring 
with a fisted point followed by Ava, 
Anna and Jenny before Ava scored 
two goals to give Clanns a 2-7 to no 
score lead at half time. In the second 
half Clanns dominated all the one-on-
one battles with Aoibhinn and 
Victoria winning the personal battles.   
Aoife, Alanna, Elyse and Amy all won 
clean ball to clear the lines while 
Laragh, Julie and Anna made powerful 
runs to feed the full forward line and 
each had excellent scores. Round 
Towers came back into the game in 
the third quarter scoring 1-3 but 
Sarah B somehow stopped the ball on 
the line while Alaria cleaned up. 
Sadbh in goal was crisp and accurate 
with the kick outs and unlucky not to 
keep a clean sheet. Special mention 
to Amelia S and Erin - both suffered 
hand injuries.  Thanks to Conor for his 
expert medical assistance and we 
wish the girls a speedy recovery. A 
superb team win! 
Round Towers 1-5  Clanna Gael 
Fontenoy 5-16 
 

Junior footballers march on to semi final 
Our Junior footballers didn’t just qualify for the semi final of the Junior 5 All 
County Football Championship, they did so with style and conviction in the 
manner with which they dispatched their quarter-final opponents, Man 
O’War.  
 
Played in brilliant Sunday afternoon sunshine in Sean Moore Park, the game 
looked like it could be an even enough affair – especially as the visitors had 
been the only team to already get the better of Clanns during the regular 
league season.  The first half saw both teams play open attacking football 
during which some fine scores were traded, but it was Clanns who held a 0-8 
to 0-3 lead come half time.   
 
However, the second half was a markedly different affair.  The home team 
dominated the scoreboard with a brand of play which saw plenty of off- the-
ball running at pace to create the space from which the scores followed.   
Clanns recorded an impressive array of goals and points and they limited the 
opposition to a mere two points during that period.   
 

 
Conor Power had a fine game at wing back and also got on the score sheet 

 

 
Stephen Knowles gets in his clearance with support from Kevin McGrath       
[Photo: Kathrin Kobus] 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Junior footballers.....contd 
This proved to be another strong all-round performance from the starting 
15 as well as the substitutes used.  Particular highlights included strong 
defensive play from both wing backs Cian Nannery and Conor Power as well 
as their success in getting forward to score; Tim Costigan’s dominance in the 
middle third of the field; Kevin McGrath’s workrate and ball distribution on 
the half forward line; and Kerry Mulhern’s and Darren O’Brien’s movement 
and scoring in attack.  Both the players and team management of Michael 
Costello and Roger McGrath among others can look forward with 
confidence to the semi final.   
Clanna Gael Fontenoy 3-21  Man O’War 0-5 
 

Minor hurlers record great win in Cup  
Last Sunday’s Cup match victory over visitors, Naomh Fionnbarra, will have 
done a lot for the morale and confidence of the players - though it upped 
the blood pressure of team mentors.  This was a hard-fought and well-
earned win for Clanns.  But it took the team 20 minutes to rise to the level 
of pace and intensity which their opponents brought to the game as 
reflected in the three goals they scored in the first half.  Once Clanns raised 
their game, they began to take control; and by the time the half-time 
whistle came, they had cut the deficit to just two points.    
 
That deficit was turned around during the second half by means of a seven-
point swing to give Clanns victory by a margin of five.  During that period the 
home defense won out and forced the Fionnbarra forwards to drop ever 
deeper to seek possession.  This was a much improved performance in 
terms of breaking ball, striking and man-marking.  Training continues on 
Wednesdays for a squad that now has an added spring in their step. 
Clanna Gael Fontenoy 4-17  Naomh Fionnbarra 3-15  
 

Convincing win for U13 footballers  

 
 
In their first outing since the resumption of the league our U13 footballers 
recorded a convincing win over a visiting Whitehall Colmcilles side.  Played 
in breezy conditions on Saturday in Sean Moore Park, the game was always 
likely to be determined by whichever team would make better use of the 
wind.  Clanns did extremely well in getting to the half-time whistle with their 
noses in front by a point – despite playing against the wind during that 
period.  The second half saw them take maximum advantage from the 
conditions to run up an impressive array of scores, including five goals from 
Max O’Donnell.   
 
Our other U13 team had a less rewarding experience in their away fixture 
with St Finians and were second best on the day.  However, the group as a 
whole is in a great position and looking forward to the forthcoming fixtures.  
Clanna Gael Fontenoy 12-5  Whitehall Colmcilles 2-7 

 

 

Club News 
 

Clanns teams in action 
Good luck to all our teams in action 
over the coming days: 
 
Wed 2nd  

 Senior ladies football shield, 
away v Clontarf, 19.30 

Thurs 3rd  

 Senior camogie, home v 
Naomh Barrog, 19.00 

Frid 4th  

 U14 girls football Féile, home 
v Templeogue Synge St, 18.30 

Sat 5th  

 U15 girls football 
championship, home v 
Garristown, 13.30 

 U13 girls football cup, away v 
St Sylvesters, 16.00 

 U13 boys hurling league, 
away v Fingallians, 14.00 

 U12 boys football blitz, away 
v Ballyboden St Endas, 12.15 

Sun 6th  

 U16 girls football 
championship, away v Lucan 
Sarsfield, 16.30 

 U15 boys hurling 
championship, home v 
Kilmacud Crokes, 11.30 

 U14 boys hurling Féile, home 
v Fingallians, 15.30 

 U14 camogie, home v Na 
Fianna, 12.00 

 U11 camogie, home v Round 
Towers, 12.00 

Mon 7th    

 U18 girls football 
championship away v Na 
Fianna, 18.30 

 
The full fixtures list for all teams can 
be viewed on the home page here - 
https://clannagaelfontenoy.ie/ 
 
Come out and support your Clanns 
team.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

@Clannagaelfont 

 

https://clannagaelfontenoy.ie/


  

  

 

Club News 
 

Club Lotto 
 

 
 
The numbers drawn in the Lotto  draw 
on August 30th were: 
•  7, 9, 26 and 32 
 
There was no winner so  the €10,000 
jackpot rolls over to next week.  
 
The €20 Lucky Dip Winners drawn 
were: The Brierleys, Abigail, Amelia/ 
Abigail/Rex, David Bolger and Eddie 
Bolger. 
 
The Club Lotto can be played online by 
clicking here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

@Clannagaelfont 

 

Second best for Intermediate footballers 
The end of the road in the Intermediate All-County Football Championship 
came for Clanns on Saturday evening last in Sean Moore Park when losing 
their quarter final encounter to a stronger St Pats Palmerstown team.  It was 
clear from early on in the game that the visitors had strength throughout; 
including in particular former Dublin county hurler, Liam Rushe, who 
orchestrated much of their play from a midfield position.  It quickly became 
apparent that every scoring opportunity would need to be taken.  While the 
teams were fairly evenly matched in play generally, Pats were more 
accurate in taking their chances and reached the half-time whistle with a  
0-10 to 0-4 lead.  Still, the game was not beyond Clanns. 
 

 
Conor Barnes retains possession despite pressure 

 
The second half saw some improved play from Clanns which led to some 
good scores.  But, hard and all as they tried, the lads couldn’t produce their 
best football.  Then a St Pats goal followed by a series of points put the 
game beyond their reach.  Though bitterly disappointed to lose, the players 
and Mick Fitzgerald’s management team will take considerable heart from 
their success in this year’s truncated season; and they’ll   have confidence in 
the solid foundations that have been put in place to deliver future success.   
Clanna Gael Fontenoy 0-10  St Pats Palmerstown 1-18 
 

Narrow loss for U18 girls 
In the first of their round-robin games in the football championship our U18 
girls played well, moved the ball with pace and precision and were a match 
for their opponents from Castleknock.  But they just fell short in the end.  
Had a number of missed scoring opportunities proved otherwise, the result 
would have been different.  

 
Lucy Crowe’s play was particularly strong – including a solo run through the 
Castleknock defence to score a cracking goal 

 

https://www.locallotto.ie/play_newa.asp?ll_id=1272#wizard_example-box


  

 
 

 

 
Club Chairman, Bernard Barron 

 

“..........our players had real  

and understandable concerns 
for their safety and health and 
that of their families and 
communities..... 
 
.........we simply sought a 
deferral of the fixture......... 
 
.....our players consider they’ve 
unfairly paid a price for playing 
it safe.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

@Clannagaelfont 

 

 
Players’ Covid-19 concerns: Dublin County Board decision  
 
For reasons of health and safety relating to the Covid-19 pandemic, our 
Junior hurlers decided not to field a team for their championship quarter 
final match with Ballyboden St Endas scheduled for Sun 23rd August last.  
When the Dublin County Board recently rejected the club’s subsequent 
appeal to have the match rescheduled, we issued the following statement – 
which was widely picked up in the media. 
 
Clanna Gael Fontenoy GAA Club (Clanns) are very disappointed at the 
decision of the Dublin County Board not to accede to our request to have the 
Junior A Hurling Championship quarter final game with Ballyboden St Endas 
deferred to a later date due to our Covid-19 related concerns.  
   
Clanns were unable to fulfill the fixture on Sunday 23rd August because of the 
understandable, genuine public health concerns of our players.  These 
concerns stemmed from the following: 

 One of the Ballyboden St Endas players tested positive for Covid-19 
on Wed 19th August- just days before the game 

 That player had trained fully with the squad as recently as Sunday 
16th - just seven days before the date (23rd) for which the game was 
scheduled 

 Clanns team management and players only became aware of this 
matter on Friday 21st – initially through a media report.  Player 
concerns immediately arose about the implications of the positive 
test result and the very short timeline involved of approximately 36 
hours to gather the facts and consider the risks and implications  

 A series of contacts followed immediately with Ballyboden St Endas 
and the Dublin County Board both to gather the facts and related 
information and to discuss deferring the fixture on grounds of the 
health and safety of players and wider public.  While Ballyboden 
were amenable to a deferral, the County Board was not.  Both were 
advised that, due to player and team management concerns, Clanns 
felt unable to fulfill the fixture; and formally submitted the case for 
deferral to the Board. 

 
Bernard Barron, Clanna Gael Fontenoy Chairman, stated: 
“Given the particular circumstances of this case, including the short time 
frame for consideration, our players had real and understandable concerns 
for their safety and health and that of their families and communities.  As a 
result, we simply sought a deferral of the fixture to a later date to allow a 
longer period of time to elapse after the infected player’s last point of 
contact with his fellow Ballyboden players. This would have been in line with 
the deferral of matches involving other Dublin clubs due to Covid-19 
concerns.”   
 
“Our players daily face a level of Covid-19 related risk in the lives they lead 
and the work they do; and they knowingly accept a level of risk in order to 
continue playing the game of hurling.  They continuously balance their desire 
to play with that risk.  However, their judgement, supported by the Club, was 
that in this particular instance that level of risk should have been further 
ameliorated by deferring the fixture for a short period of time.  We believe 
this would have been in the interests not just of all players and team officials 
involved, but their wider contacts and communities. We very much regret 
that the Dublin County Board didn’t see things this way; and our players 
consider they’ve unfairly paid a price for playing it safe.”   
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Visit www.clannagaelfontenoy.ie for lots more information 
on the Club’s activities 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://www.clannagaelfontenoy.ie/

