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Clanna Gael Fontenoy GAA Club 

CLANNS UPDATE 
 

 
   

Proud sponsors of Clanna Gael Fontenoy 

 

Club News 
 

Support Clanns and Dublin 
ladies  
Clanns players, Kate McKenna and 
Rebecca McDonnell, are part of the 
Dublin ladies football squad that will 
take on Mayo in the all-Ireland final in 
Croke Park this Sunday afternoon 
(24th).  Come out and support your 
club players and their Dublin team 
mates.   
 

 
Foundation coaching course  
The Club is now providing a GAA 
Foundation Award coaching course 
for any coaches who have not yet 
completed such a course.  This course 
is also ideal for any parents who wish 
to get involved in the coaching end of 
things but who have no experience.   
 
Anyone wishing to register can 
contact our Games Development 
Officer, Johnny McGlynn, on 
0860276459 or email him at 
clannagael.gdo@gmail.com. 
 
 

Lotto Results 
The following numbers drawn on Sept 
18th did not produce a winner for the 
€10,000 jackpot: 7, 24, 25 and 29.  
 
The lucky winners of €20 were:  
Josie, John O’Donohoe, John Byrne 
and Thomas Browne.   
 
It’s never been easier to play the club 
Lotto as it can now be played online 
by clicking here. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Adult hurlers record good win 
In a hotly-contested match played against Faughs under lights in Sean 
Moore Park, our adult hurlers turned around from a half-time defecit to 
record a comfortable win.  Clanns had more of the play in the first half but 
didn’t manage to convert this into scores as much as they would have 
liked.  A better scoring return by the visitors saw them reach the half-tme 
break with a 2-5 to 0-9 lead.   
 
The second half told a different story, however, with Clanns domination 
reflected better on the score board, including a well-worked goal.  A four-
point winning margin was no more than the team deserved.   
Clanna Gael Fontenoy  1-16  Faughs 2-9 

 
Championship win for minor footballers 
Following an earlier defeat our minor Isles of the Sea footballers got their 
championship campaign back on track with a fine win last weekend against 
St Annes.  The first half was an evenly-contested affair with both sides 
cautiously testing one another in a low-scoring game; and this was 
reflected in the single point which separated them at half time.  The 
second half proved much more open and engaging and it was this that 
most helped Isles to eventually find their rhythm.   
 

 
 
The Clanns lads contributed well to this much improved performance: after 
a penetrating run Conor Hennessy was tripped and justifiably awarded a 
penalty which David Kennedy calmly slotted home; Kevin McGrath 
followed later with a well-taken goal at a crucial time of the game; and 
Seamus McCann scored a brilliantly-struck insurance point from a very 
tight angle 30 meters from goal.  The team’s performance in the middle 
third was particularly well supported by Des Duggan and Karl Morgan, 
while Dean Fitzpatrick pulled off a number of fine saves in goal.   
Isles of the Sea 2-7  St Annes 1-6 
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Gaelic football - Asian style 
When Simon Beirne left his beloved Clanna Gael Fontenoy at 30 years of 
age, after playing adult football for 14 years and seven years training a 
juvenile team, he thought his days of hard training and competitive football 
were coming to an end.  Little did he know what was in store for him when 
he landed in the one of the smallest countries in South East Asia - 
Singapore.  Here’s his account.   
 
“First of all Gaelic football is a nine-a-side game in Asia (which includes the 
Gulf) with squads of 12; and games comprise two seven-minute periods. 
This sounds short but, given that it is played in competition format over 
long weekends, you might well play eight games over two days if you are 
successful. There are different teams to cater for every standard from 
former underage county, Sigerson and senior club player to social teams 
for players with little or no experience. There is also a Cubs section for kids 
from the age of two, many of whom are of mixed heritage and race. “ 
 
“But the real outstanding characteristic of Gaelic clubs abroad is the social 
network and support structure provided to Irish people working abroad. To 
say what Irish people abroad do for other Irish people is above and beyond 
the call of duty would be an understatement. “ 
 

 
Simon Beirne (middle front row) and his team mates at the Asian Gaelic Games 

 
“The highlight of the year is the Asian Gaelic Games which takes place in a 
different Asian city each year. In my time I participated in the Games in 
Seoul, Kuala Lumpar and Shanghai. This is a tournament held over three 
days that has over 1,000 players from nearly every Asian country which is 
almost surreal. The Japanese ladies team was entirely comprised of 
Japanese ladies! “  
 
“At the end of the tournament, for which Michael O’Muircheartaigh 
provides live commentary “as gaeilge” for the Men’s and Ladies A finals, 
there is a large gala ball with a different fancy dress theme each year.  
Needless to say, this goes on until very late in the evening.” 
 
“The opportunities to travel and make new friends are endless.  During my 
five years in Singapore, I played in tournaments in Ho Chi Mihn, Seoul, 
Jakarta, Bangkok, Yangon, Kuala Lumpar, Hanoi, Dubai, Darwin, Abu Dhabi 
and Shanghai.” 
 
“I currently live in Leeds and play for St Benedicts Harps.  While the GAA 
scene is alive and well in the UK now, I look forward to returning to Clanns 
at some stage. If you ever end up living abroad, make sure one of the first 
things you do is join the local gaelic club and home will never seem very far 
away.” 
 
Simon Beirne 
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Simon Beirne certainly managed to 
keep good company during his playing 
days across Asia, as the following 
photos show. 
 

 
Simon with Dublin supremo, Bernard 
Brogan, in a Clanns top no less 

 

 
…..and with the brilliant Michael 
O’Muircheartaigh - also in a Clanns top 

 

 
…..and with the Kerry legend, Eoin 
‘Bomber’ Liston 


