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Clanna Gael Fontenoy GAA Club 

CLANNS UPDATE 
 

 
   

 
 

Club News 
 

We’re all going to the dogs! 
Saturday 27th September next at 
Shelbourne Park Greyhound Stadium 
promises to be a great night out 
when the Club holds a special 
fundraising event.   
 

 At just €15, your ticket 
entitles you to entry with 
race card plus entry into a 
Buster Draw for a prize of 
€500  

 Doors open at 6pm with the 
first race at 7.50pm 

 
Tickets can be purchased at the Club 
bar or are available from Club 
officials and team coaches/mentors.   
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Club selected as Super Games Centre 
The club is pleased and proud to be selected by Croke Park as just one of 
10 locations nationwide for a national pilot programme called Play to 
Stay.  With research showing that as many as 58% of players tend to stop 
playing gaelic games between the ages of 12 to 16, this pilot programme 
aims to explore new ways of ensuring that as many as possible opt to ‘play 
to stay with the GAA’.  Our selection is unique in that we’re the only one 
in Dublin and the only club – all the other centres are schools based.  
 
Starting on Friday 26th September and running for 24 weeks thereafter the 
programme will be delivered at the club and at each of the other nine 
Super Games Centres throughout the country.  Each Centre will run a one-
hour session of games each Friday evening for boys between the ages of 
12 and 16.  It is intended to expand the programme for girls in due course. 
 

 
Launching the ‘Play to Stay’ programme, L to R: Orlaith Curran, programme co-
ordinator at the club, Brian Delany, Chairman Juvenile Section, and Daragh 
Sheridan, Croke Park.   

 
The programme is free and is open to all irrespective of skill level.  As 
Croke Park’s Daragh Sheridan stressed at the launch: “This programme is 
not about promoting competition, it’s about promoting fun, participation 
and skills development.  Come May 2015 we expect to have had over 600 
players involved and this will allow us to make a complete assessment of 
the pilot as a means of keeping people involved the game.” 
 
So our club looks forward to welcoming participants from all over the city, 
including those who have yet to play gaelic games and those who have 
but have already dropped out for whatever reason.  Further information 
about the initiative is available at www.gaa.ie/playtostay and information 
about free registration to participate at Clanna Gael Fontenoy is available 
from orlaith.curran2@mail.dcu.ie or 087-2124370.   
 
 

 

 

 

Proud sponsors of Clanna Gael Fontenoy 

http://www.gaa.ie/playtostay
mailto:orlaith.curran2@mail.dcu.ie


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minors reach league final 
Our minor footballers had a tremendous win in a pulsating semi final away 
to Naomh Mearnóg to set up a league final showdown with St Olaf’s. 
Clanns started well and raced into a three-point lead early on, but then 
missed a penalty only to see Mearnogs come more into the game. 
Following great creative play and resolute defending by both sides half 
time was reached with Clanns six points to four ahead.  
 
The second half saw more of the same and a goal for the hosts followed 
by a point left the teams all square with minutes left to play. However, as 
always, the Clanns never-say-die spirit pushed the lads on with two fine 
points and when Niall Lavery hit the net with a minute to go the final was 
beckoning for this unique bunch of lads with a final winning score line of 
1-12 to 1-7.   
 

 
Austin Dodd rises highest to win possession against Naomh Mearnóg 

 
A week later the same two teams met again, this time in the 
championship.  In yet another pulsating affair played in Sean Moore Park 
the game ebbed and flowed and there was never more than a few points 
between the teams.  Both sides displayed a strong attacking flair and this 
was reflected in the total tally of six goals and twenty one points.   
Some fine scoring by Ross Maher (1-6), Tomo Walsh (1-2), Sean Rimmer 
(1-0) and Austin Dodd (0-2) left Clanns with a two-point lead with little 
more than a minute remaining; and as such they sought to hold 
possession to play down the clock. Unfortunately, an interception by the 
visitors provided the platform for the very last attack of the game and 
secured a vital goal to snatch victory for them from the jaws of defeat 
with a final score line of 4-8 to 3-10. However, all is by no means lost for 
this talented squad of footballers as this was just the first game in a round 
robin system for this particular championship.    

 
Juniors go down battling 
 Our Junior footballers lost their final league game against Clontarf and 
with it their top spot in the table.  A disappointing end to a wonderful 
league run came as a result of poor discipline and a number of debatable 
refereeing decisions.  Reduced to 13 players half-way through the first 
half, playing eight minors and up against a strong 15-man Clontarf team, 
Clanns put in a performance that has rarely been equalled within the club. 
They overcame not only the numerical disadvantage but also a very 
controversial penalty decision against them (which was scored).  Still they 
led by a single point with five minutes but further decisions did not go 
their way and they went down battling in the end.   
Clontarf 3–7  Clanna Gael Fontenoy 1–8 

 
 

 
 

Club News 
 

Karl Morgan – freestyle hurler! 

One of our U-13 hurlers, Karl 
Morgan, was selected as one of three 
finalists of the GAA GPA hurling 
freestyle competition.  
 
This competition invites young 
hurlers from throughout the country 
to submit a 30 second video of 
themselves performing their hurling 
skills. Hundreds of entries were 
received with Clanna Gael well 
represented and the finalists this 
year were selected by Donal Óg 
Cusack.  
 
Karl and the other two finalists were 
then asked to perform at half time 
during the all-Ireland hurling final 
and enjoyed complimentary tickets 
and V.I.P. treatment. He finished 
runner-up on the day but did his club 
proud and it was a fantastic 
experience for him to be playing in 
front of 82,000 people and to rub 
shoulders into the tunnel with the 
stars of Kilkenny and Tipp! Karl can 
be seen in action at 
http://sportforbusiness.com/daily-
video-freestyle-hurling-3/ 
 
 

 
Karl in Croke Park on all-Ireland final day 
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U-14s firmly back in contention 
Our U-14 footballers are firmly back in contention for division honours, or 
a playoff at the very least, following a tremendous away win against 
Kilmacud Crokes.  This was a keenly-contested and closely-fought game 
throughout with both sides on 2-3 at the break.   
 

 
Rory O’Kennedy moves to secure possession for Clanns  

 
But as the second half progressed Clanns began to wrest control of the 
middle third through Des Duggan and Rory O’Kennedy.  While the whole 
team delivered a fine performance, some fine point scoring by Ciaran 
Hendrick up front was matched by some wonderful interlinking play by 
Josh Tilson and some solid defending by both Ruairí Corrigan and Conor 
Power in defence.   
Kilmacud Crokes 4-4  Clanna Gael Fontenoy 4-11 
 

U-13 boys earn great win 
Our U-13 footballers thoroughly deserved a gutsy win over a good Lucan 
team in Sean Moore Park on Saturday. Division 1 has turned out to be 
ultra competitive and, notwithstanding three wins in the last four games, 
the boys were still in the bottom half of the table.  
 
Other sporting commitments meant that the entire team were already 
tired before the game began. However, Chris Cosgrave (2-2) set the tone 
by rattling the Lucan cross bar in the first 30 seconds and following up 
with two early points. The team settled into a good rhythm with Conor 
Hennessy (0-1) and Alexis Sokora (2-0) working hard in midfield. Up front 
Seamus McCann (0-2) has found his vocation at full forward, making great 
runs and distributing intelligently, picking off points when required. Cian 
O' Donoghue (2-0) provided great support, taking his chances ably assisted 
by Niall Madill in the other corner. At the back, Ruairdhi Darcy, Colm Kirby 
O' Briain and Senan O' Shea were in control. The boys well deserved a 6-4 
to 1-3 lead as half-time approached. Suddenly their concentration waned, 
their legs grew tired, and Lucan picked off three goals in as many minutes 
leaving a score of 6-4 to 4-3.  
 
At half time the boys were determined but completely exhausted. It 
would have been understandable if their heads went down after letting a 
good lead slip and the game went against them. An early Lucan goal 
reduced the lead to 4 points and increased the pressure. However, the 
boys knuckled down and produced a superb team effort led by Theo 
Scollard (6-0), who was unstoppable. He produced a series of rapid fire 
goals running from the half-forward line fed by a fluent passing game. 
 
 

 
 

Club News 
 

Player registration due  
It's the time of year for renewal of 
player registration - or indeed 
registration of new players. Online 
registration and membership 
payment using a debit or credit card 
is straightforward with the juvenile 
section. You also have the option of 
paying by instalments and spreading 
the cost over three equal payments.  
 
Two membership options exist for 
the juvenile section:  

1. Family membership 
(immediate family) 
€240 for 2014/15 season  

2. Junior membership 
(individual boy or girl) 
€100 for 2014/15 season 

Note: €10 discount for second child. 
 
To access the system go to............. 
http://clannagaelfontenoy.ie 
and select the registration link which 
will then take you to...................... 
https://pay.easypaymentsplus.ie/log
in.aspx?id=426  
 
The first time you use the system you 
will be prompted to register with 
your email address and password. 
After that you will be able to log on 
using this information. Simply follow 
the instructions on screen to select 
the appropriate item(s) to pay and 
enter your card details when 
prompted. A receipt will be emailed 
for every payment you make. 
 
All enquiries can be directed to 
clannagaelreg@gmail.com  
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Club News 
 

Hat trick for Serena! 

 

 
 
Serena Hannon from the adult 
section of the club recently won the 
Kick Fada competition which is 
hosted annually by the Bray Emmets 
club.  This is the third year in a row 
that Serena has captured the Female 
Champion accolade.  Congratulations 
on your hat trick Serena! 

 

 

Cake sale to fund U-12s 
This Saturday, 20th September, 
between 10-12am, a cake sale will 
take place in the Club to raise funds 
to support the ongoing activities of 
the U-12s.  There’s much promise of 
many delicacies so make sure to get 
there early!  
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The visitors kept pressing but a superb defensive performance with all 
players tracking back restricted Lucan to 1-3 in the whole second half. This 
was a complete, gutsy performance from 1 through 18. David Walsh was 
again brave and solid in goal. Brian Barron, Karl Morgan and Jack Guinane 
were dominant at half back, Tuan Hendrick earned his spurs on his debut, 
Jeffrey Woods showed his all-round talents at corner back when asked to 
fill in at the back, Aaron Lynch fielded to good effect up front. All in all the 
boys showed their true character and left exhausted but delighted at a 
good day's work. 
Clanna Gael Fontenoy 12-6  Lucan Sarsfields 5-6 
 

U-15 girls win on the double 
This squad of 19 or so players has recorded two impressive wins on the 
trot.  Some early jitters in their match away to Lucan Sarsfields saw Clanns 
go behind before working their way back into the game and taking a two-
point lead into the break. This was a low return for a lot of good play but 
much wayward shooting!   
 
It wasn’t until the second half that the team really got going with some 
good passing and movement off the ball.  Ella and Maria dominated 
midfield, Shona's display at half back and Clodagh McDonnell deputising in 
goal were all outstanding.  Up front Amy got some crucial scores when the 
match was in the balance.  In the end all of the girls had good grounds to 
be happy with their play.  And it was nice to see Mr. Cleary - the original 
mentor for a lot of the players - turning up to cheer them on. 
Lucan Sarsfields 1-4  Clanna Gael Fontenoy 4-11 
 
The following week saw the girls take on a visiting team from St 
Peregrines.  Clanns were on top from start to finish in a game that was 
played under lights in Sean Moore Park. Every player did well and kept the 
pressure on right to the end to see the team run out very comfortable 
winners.  Tougher challenges lie ahead and over the next two weeks the 
team will have a couple of challenge matches in preparation for the semi 
final of the championship on October 4th. 
Clanna Gael Fontenoy 13-7  St Peregrines 0-2 

 
Passion the hallmark of U-10 play 
In the most recent outing for our U-10 footballers in their game against 
Ballyboden St Endas Davitt got the team off to a great start with an early 
point after good work from Aiden.  Tomas worked tirelessly in midfield 
with Jonathan and Jack and they passed the ball well to set up a couple of 
fine scores and leave the teams all square at half time. The second half 
was much the same, with Matthew Reid and Oisín Hughes playing with 
real commitment and drive in their debut outing.  Mark gave it his all in 
defence and Hugh tackled hard in midfield.  Ballyboden went ahead with a 
few minutes to go but two quick fire points from Senan H brought our 
boys back into it.   It finished all square in terms of goals and points but 
Ballyboden edged the contest with two fine high catches earning skill 
points.  
 
The other game was a hard fought affair.  Clanns started strongly with 
Adam and Francis winning midfield ball and finding Ethan and Matthew up 
front for two early points.  Other points quickly followed from Adam and 
Ethan. Ballyboden had yet to open their scoring and Daire minded goals 
well finding midfield players with his kick outs. Newcomer, Liam, put on a 
superb display of man marking and, along with Aran and Dylan, they 
tormented the opposition forwards.  However, the pattern of the game 
changed with Ballyboden scoring six overs on the trot and, despite a 
further point and goal from Matthew, the boys trailed by seven points at 
half time.   



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Club News 
 
Lotto Results 
The following numbers drawn on the  
15th September did not produce a 
winner: 4, 11, 20 and 32.   
 
Next week’s jackpot is €10,000 
 
The lucky winners of €20 were:  
Sadie Flood, Annette O’Donnell, 
Sophie O’Broin, Bernie Griffin and 
Helen Walsh. 
 
Playing the Club Lotto is one sure 
way of helping the club’s finances.  
Pick any five numbers and these are 
then eligible for all jackpot draws.  
Plus there are 5 x €20.00 winners 
drawn weekly.   
 
It costs just €2.00 per ticket weekly.  
Or you can play by standing order 
through your bank if you so wish.   
 
Contact Jay Byrne at 086-8870376 for 
details. 
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further point and goal from Matthew, the boys trailed by seven points at 
half time.   
 
Clanns played with fire and passion in the second half and looked like they 
would come out winners as Ethan, Matthew and Adam clocked up points, 
while Aran made daring saves at the other end. Yet again Clanns allowed 
the opposition back into the game as they hammered in four quick points 
from possession won from our kick outs. This was not helped by an injury 
to Francis who worked so hard to keep their high scoring midfielder quiet. 
New comer, Matthew Poti, showed great confidence up front and was 
unlucky not to score. Only an over and a goal separated the teams at the 
finish. 
 

Hurling with style 
A visiting Cuala team brought the best out of our U-12 hurlers last 
weekend in sunny Sean Moore Park.  Both sides displayed good skills and 
scoring ability, providing competitive games that were a pleasure to watch 
– though a greater pleasure rested in the end with the Clanns boys. 
 

 
 
 

A victory worth waiting for  
Though it seemed a long time coming, victory for our U-12 B footballers 
was all the sweeter when it came in an away fixture against Na Fianna.  
Mind you, it didn’t look that way at half time, because despite a good start 
for Clanns it was the hosts who were scoring the goals and running up a 
strong lead.  But during a furious final 12 minutes the boys managed to 
turn the game around – through the particularly relentless pressure of 
Michael O'Reilly and Hugo McWade.  And so the points eventually came 
to add to a valuable second-half goal scored by JJ Hession and thus secure 
the win. 
Na Fianna  5-6  Clanna Gael Fontenoy 3-16 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Visit www.clannagaelfontenoy.ie for lots more information 
on the Club’s activities 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

http://www.clannagaelfontenoy.ie/


  

 

 
 

Club News 
 

Player registration due  
It's the time of year for renewal of 
player registration - or indeed 
registration of new players. Online 
registration and membership 
payment using a debit or credit card 
is straightforward with the juvenile 
section. You also have the option of 
paying by instalments and spreading 
the cost over three equal payments.  
 
Two membership options exist for 
the juvenile section:  

3. Family membership 
(immediate family) 
€240 for 2014/15 season  

4. Junior membership 
(individual boy or girl) 
€100 for 2014/15 season 

Note: €10 discount for second child. 
 
To access the system go to............. 
http://clannagaelfontenoy.ie 
and select the registration link which 
will then take you to...................... 
https://pay.easypaymentsplus.ie/log
in.aspx?id=426  
 
The first time you use the system you 
will be prompted to register with 
your email address and password. 
After that you will be able to log on 
using this information. Simply follow 
the instructions on screen to select 
the appropriate item(s) to pay and 
enter your card details when 
prompted. A receipt will be emailed 
for every payment you make. 
 
All enquiries can be directed to 
clannagaelreg@gmail.com  
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Our U-8 girls stand undaunted 
The new season for our U-8 girls got off to a flying start with 30 athletes 
turning up for training but the first fixture was somewhat daunting, facing 
the GAA giants of Kilmacud Crokes.  
 
Training on Saturday was particularly intense in anticipation of the 
following day’s encounter. The plan was to field three teams and two 
Crokes teams would be joined by one Foxrock team in Sean Moore Park.   
On the day Foxrock pulled out but Howth came to the rescue and all was 
set for the mini blitz.  
 
Three matches kicked off at 10am.  All the Clanns girls played brilliantly 
and one particular long-range point from Ali Henry was magic. End result, 
the Stillorgan girls were sent home without a victory although fair play to 
our northside friend who won both their games. Our U-8 girls have 
certainly hit the ground running, roll on the season!! 
 
 

Young at heart! 
Whatever the sport, it’s all about starting them young.  Which is precisely 
what the Club Academy does every Saturday morning – whether in the 
‘cage’ or out on the pitch.  New arrivals are welcome at all tlimes, 
whatever the skill level. 
 

 
 
Most importantly, it’s about having fun and making friends.   
 

 
 

http://clannagaelfontenoy.ie/
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