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GAELATHON 



Welcome 
A very warm welcome to the second annual Clanna Gael Fontenoy Juvenile Gaelathon. We hope 
that a great and memorable day is had by all. Last year we introduced the Gaelathon to provide a 
fun day out for the children along with raising some much needed cash for the development of the 
juvenile section. In Clanna Gael Fontenoy we have been entrusted by you the parents with the 
coaching of our national games. This is an incredible honour and one we take very seriously. The 
core aim of all our activities is to enable the children to develop their physical and social skills, in-
crease their fitness, and engender in them a team spirit in an environment of respect, fun, friendship 
but also having a desire to win. 
I would like to thank the members of the juvenile committee in making this day possible. The Juve-
nile committee needs more involvement 
by and input from parents – across all the 
teams – and if you are interested in par-
ticipating in the committee please just ask 
myself or any of the team mentors for 
more details.    
 
There is however one person I would like 
to select for special mention and this is 
Kieran Clifford, Child Protection Officer.  
Kieran has most kindly volunteered to 
perform this vital role in the club and is 
really doing a wonderful job. 
 
 
Pat Duffy 
Chairperson 
Juvenile Committee 
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Welcome Message 

From Club Chairman-Roger McGrath 
Hi Everyone 

 

WELL, that year really flew…the second Clanna Gael Fontenoy Gaelathon is already upon us!!    The first Gaelathon was a 

huge success both on and off the field; well done to everyone concerned.  It was great to see so many children taking part 

and really getting a buzz out of the day’s activities.  

The highlight for me last year was watching Nicky English, one of the greatest hurlers ever, coaching the Under 9 boys, 

ground hurling only; I don’t know who was enjoying themselves more Nicky or the boys!! 

 

 Since Gaelathon one the Juvenile section has continued to flourish under the watchful eye of Pat Duffy, a dedicated Juve-

nile Committee and hard working mentors.  Pat and the gang have done tremendous work through the entire underage set-

up.  I am convinced that the Juvenile Section is now stronger than it has been for many years.  We are fortunate to have 

some extraordinary people giving freely of their time to get teams out and coach the younger children week-in-week-out, 

hail, rain, sleet or snow! 

 

It is imperative that if the Juvenile Section is to continue improving it needs more people to participate regularly in organis-

ing and assisting.  It is unfair that it is left to a few to look after everything, so if it is only helping set up the goals, send out 

the texts or fill the water bottles, please step forward and lend a helping hand. 

 

On the wider club front April saw the launch, by Liam O’Neill, Uactaran, Chumann Luthchleas Gael, of the club’s three 

year strategic plan.  Much effort was put into producing this plan which lays out a road map which if followed will result in 

tangible improvements to all aspects the club.  I would encourage everyone to get a copy of the plan or read it on the club 

website.  It is vital that the plan is now put into operation and again I would call on everyone who can assist, in any way, to 

come forward and get involved. 

 

Today should be another really enjoyable day for everyone involved and hopefully raise a few bob towards the costs of run-

ning such a large juvenile Section.   The Yearbook will act as a great memento, not only of the day, but of this special time 

in our children’s lives.  

 

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank Dublin Port and Eamonn O’Reilly, Chief Executive, for their continuing spon-

sorship and support.  We are very fortunate to have Dublin Port by our side, without them we would not be in a position to 

provide the children in the area with the activities and facilities we do on a weekly basis. 

 

As the chances to say thanks publically  are limited I would like to use this note to thank Shay Connolly for all the work he 

does, often unseen, Pat Kane for everything he does to keep the club 

ticking over and Paul who is often the public face of the club.  I would 

also like to thank the Executive who continue to do Trojan work on the 

club’s behalf, with little recognition.  Last but not least I would like to 

thank Jonney Sadlier who does brilliant work with the children in the 

schools and the club, and who is always willing to help mesmerised 

mentors out. 

Best of luck to everyone and enjoy the day. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Roger McGrath 

 

Chairman  
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The future of the club kicks off every Saturday at 

11 am in the cage . Over 40 kids ranging from 4 to 

6 years of age , girls and boys set the cage alive 

with their energy and desire to play hurling and 

football . As Alice takes control of the session the 

kids set about getting into small groups to do 

different skill sets . Alice , Johnny and the parents 

run the session with great passion and fun . We 

have had inter footballers , lady footballers and 

senior hurlers help to coach the skills but also to 

connect with the future of the club .  

Our group has over 16 girls which is fantastic . This 

will hopefully keep the strong girls football alive 

and kicking . As the season will come to an end 

with school term we will be setting free the next 

under 7 boys and girls teams . They will move to 

the grass pitch with their new coaches on their next 

stage of a journey that will see them wear the 

clanna gael jersey . This will be a very exciting 

time for coaches and players as they take the next 

step to competition which will start for boys at u 8 

and girls u 9 . In September we hope to replace the 

players that have moved on with more future stars . 

The different level of skills on show in the cage are 

impressive and with good coaching these kids will 

represent the club and hopefully the county with 

great honour .  

Boys and Girls 
Under 6 
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Boys Under 7 



This was a very enjoyable year for the 2005 group where we felt we made great progress in developing the chil-

drens' basic skill set. Led by Dermot Flanagan, a coach with exceptional knowledge and a progressive approach 

to training, the development of the children has been a pleasure to watch. Toe taps, pick-ups, catching and hand 

passing were the main focus of the skill sessions.  

 

 

With no interclub games yet played our training games focused on team and space awareness. The group is well 

set for the future with a good team of interested and participating parents. Indeed, parental participation has 

been a hallmark of our Saturday morning sessions. 
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The 2004 group started in September knowing that come the new year, they would be 

playing competitive games against other Clubs. There was much work to be done, not 

only for the kids, but also the coaches as we came to terms with the age specific rules.  

The extra pressure of games has lead the team to start training on Monday nights, and we are averaging between 

16 and 24 every week  

The group have made huge progress this year, the highlight of the year being a Blitz in April against Good 

Counsel & Round Towers, which was won with a win ration of 3 wins and one defeat  

I hope that everyone had a great year this year and look forward to seeing you back next season  

Clanna Gael Fontenoy 
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The under nine boys have had a really strong year since the 

2011 Gaelathon. 

Our regular training slot of 6.30 on Friday is working very 

well and we are growing in numbers all the time.  At this stage 

we have regularly over 22 boys training on Friday and then 

turning out again the next morning. Most of our matches are 

on Saturday at 10am, and while our opposition tends to be 

mostly close to home – we seem to meet Kilmacud Croakes 

every fortnight! , it’s been great to get to know the other teams 

around the south of the city, and start to see how well we 

compare. 

We have been looking to increase our coaching from one to 

two evenings, and with the recent support of Connor and the 

Trinity coaches this worked very well , though probably for a 

shorter time than we’d have liked. It is certainly a challenge to 

have just one training session a fortnight in hurling in 

particular and then to play a team that focuses on hurling, but we are giving a good account of ourselves.  

We continue to get great support from the parents – helping with taking attendance or helping with the coaching 

and John, Eva, Seamus, Paul and Colm are really making a huge difference in the level of one-to-one focus we 

can give the boys in these formative years. 

The U9s kept the Great Ireland run flag flying again this year, we has a group of over 25 kids from the club this 

year – it would be great if it became something the entire club could get behind once a year.  

As always more help – in admin, in fundraising, in coaching etc is always welcome – you know where we’ll be 

very Friday! Enjoy the Gaelathon – and the  Summer – whenever it arrives!. 

Ken O’Byrne & Donough McDonough 

Clanna Gael Fontenoy 
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2012 Prizegiving 

 
Back in March, the juvenile section held a prize-giving to mark the progress the children have made over the last 

year.  This was a great occasion for the club and was enjoyed by all.  It is never easy to single out individuals 

when everyone gives their best, but it is important to recognise exceptional application, behaviour and teamwork. 

 

There was a distinguished panel of  “prize-givers” on the day with Eoghan Murphy TD, Her Excellency Mme. 

Emmanuelle d’ACHON (French Ambassador), Kim Flood (Dublin Ladies Senior Team), Lucinda CreightonTD 

(Minister for European Affairs), Councillor Paddy McCartan, Eamonn O’Reilly (Chief Executive-Dublin Port).  

These are pictured here with Roger McGrath, Club Chairman. 
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After four years of regular – and very enjoyable – training on Saturday mornings, the Under-9 girls Gaelic 

football team this season took the leap into matches against other clubs. From our first friendly away to Foxrock – 

which surprised us not only by the skill-set of the girls we met but also by the level of catering provided – 

followed by a bruising encounter at home to Clontarf, all the girls have displayed impressive determination and 

unswerving enthusiasm to learn from each of the games. We’re now competing against other Under-9 teams in a 

league of eight fixtures and the girls are improving all the time. The addition of ladies senior player Grace Dunne 

to the mentoring team has only inspired the girls even more. Thanks, too, to all the parents for the never-ending 

support and encouragment.  

 

Declan D’Arcy 

Grace Dunne 

Ray Walsh 

Clanna Gael Fontenoy 
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Supporting Clanna Gael Fontenoy 

 

Power Washing  

Garden Furniture Painting 

Stone Cleaning 

Graffiti Removal 

Sandblasting and Painting. 

 

Contact Eric on 0872928731 or email contact@leblastpaint.ie 

L. E. Blastpaint Ireland Ltd. 



For further details, please contact 

Clare O’Dea at 0872670881  
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Camps 

 

This years Easter camp was the largest camp in the club with over 260 children attending building on last years 

camp with 214 attending that one. We had specialist coaches current Dublin senior ladie footballer Kim Flood 

and u16 dublin footballers stacey flood and Ruth Shaw. Ryan o Dwyer current Dublin hurler attended for 

photographs and questions. It was a very successful camp and the feedback from parent was very positive.  

 

Summer camp dates  

 

Football camp 6th-10th August  

 

Hurling 13th - 17th August 

 

Jonney Sadlier continues to do Trojan work as Club GDO.  It is without doubt primarily due to his  enthusiasm 

that the Easter and Summer Camps are the success that they are. 
 

 



Clanna Gael Fontenoy 
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The Squad: 

Theo Andrews 

McCarroll, Brian 

Barron,  Aaron Caul-

field, Tadhg Clif-

ford-Brannock, Sean 

Brennan, James 

Costello, James 

Crowley, Eamon 

Cullimore, Kito 

Curry, Stephen Deer-

ing, Aidan Duffy, 

Jude Folley, Tom 

Guinevan, Sam 

Hayes, Michael 

Hennessy, Milan-

jyoti Kalita, Joshua 

Kuh Hogan, Oisin 

Linnane, Brandon 

Lyons, Peter Maher, 

Josuha Matthews, 

Ben McDermott, 

Will McDonald, Jack 

McGinnelly, Robert 

Mooney, Cian Mor-

gan, Killian O'Brien, 

Sean Reynolds, 

Tadhg O'Ceallaigh, 

Denis O'Connor, 

Donal O'Malley, 

Ruben Stark, David 

Walsh. 

Mentors: Conor 

Crowley, John 

O’Malley, Paddy 

Joyce (not pictured), 

Pat Duffy 



The under 

10 boys are in the middle of what is 

turning out to be a really successful 

year in football and hurling. The 

numbers are very strong with a 

number of new additions to the 

panel. The skill levels are improving 

at a great pace and many are being 

marked as future stars for the club.  

At under 10 level there is much 

more demanded of the players in 

that the pitches are bigger and a 

higher level of fitness and skill is 

required  In addition there is a 

greater need for tactical awareness.  

The games are played with 9 a side 

with a constant rotation of players 

and positions. Skill points are 

awarded for the high catch in 

football and the hook/block in 

hurling. 

Obviously at the age of 9-10 there 

will be significant differences in the 

skill levels of the boys, but as 

coaches we try to make a big effort 

to ensure that our efforts are 

appropriately directed so that all the 

players maximise their potential. 

Another very important principle 

that we espouse is that of respect.  

Respect for the opposition, the 

referee, the coaches, our parents and 

our team-mates.  For it is only when 

we respect others that we can truly 

respect ourselves. 

We also should note that we have 

fantastic support from the parents. 

They are always there to bring the 

boys to the matches, to help us set 

out the pitches and assemble the 

goal posts where necessary. To them 

we extend a sincere thank you. It 

makes the job much easier. 

A great thing happened this year 

also to our team.  We have been 

joined in the training by Paddy 

Joyce. Paddy is Clanna Gael 

Fontenoy royalty who has trained 

hurling and camoige teams in the 

club for a good number of years.  

Paddy has brought us back to basics 

with the drills and this certainly has improved the standard of hurling in the team. 

Clanna Gael Fontenoy 
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The U11 boys have stepped up to the competitive leagues in both hurling and football this year. All the 
work on the basic skills of our games, which the boys put in over the last number of years, has paid off 
in with great displays in pick-up, hand passing, striking and kicking during the year. They have now 
moved on to focus on space awareness and inter-link play in matches and kicking off both feet 
amongst other skills.  
 

We have sufficient numbers for 2 teams in gaelic and 1 team in hurling. We performed very well in the 
grading blitz winning 3 of 5 in gaelic and 2 of 4 in hurling. Based on these results we are playing in the 
first division in football and the second division of the 1 team league in hurling. While we have seen a 
big step up in the quality of the opposition in Gaelic it is beneficial for the team to be playing at this level 
and to test ourselves against some of the best teams in Dublin. However, the key focus is to continue 
to develop skills and to ensure the boys enjoy training and matches and the coaches will continue to 
work towards this objective.    
 

We have gaelic training every Wednesday at 7PM and hurling training very second Tuesday at 8PM 
with the U12s. We are very grateful to the U12 team and in particular the coaches for taking our boys 
under their wing for the training sessions.  
 

Finally, a big word of thanks to the parents for all the hours they commit in supporting the boys at 

training and matches and driving to away games.  

BoysUnder 11 
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The camogie team face a challenging season this year in the under 12 league.   The under 12 league is a much 

more competitive and skilful league in comparison to the under 11 league of last year.  So far the girls have 

competed in two blitzes were they were defeated in only one match.  They have played only two league matches 

this season, first match against Crumlin they were well beaten but came back very strongly in their second game 

where they beat a very good Bray Emmet’s side.  They continue to train very hard every Tuesday and Thursday 

from six to seven.  At present we are working on developing their skills as their basic hurling is excellent and 

they looking like the confident hurlers we wish for them to develop into.  The numbers down training are 

excellent, we have approx twenty girls training every Tuesday and Thursday evenings.  Ten of our team recently 

had the privilege of playing in a cup final in Croke Park in which they won.  Their grit, determination and hard 

work rate proved too much for a very strong opposition.  We are very confident that they will continue to play 

like this throughout this season and have a successful hurling career in front of them all.  We wish for camogie to 

go from strength to strength in Clanna Gael Fontenoy and we welcome any new players who wish to join us any 

week. 

Lisa Murray, Elaine McDonnell and Janet White. 

Girls U-12 
Camogie 

 

Tori Boland, Lorna Bolton, Laura Byrne, Kirsten Caulfield, Amy Doyle, Niamh Faulkner, Jessica Gannon, 

Sophie Gannon, Leah Graham, Rachel Griffin, Taylor Hamilton, Sarah Maher, Toni Mockler, Courtney Murphy, 

Victoria Nangle,  

Gaelic Games Marathon 
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Under 11 Girls had a great start to the 
season last September and played 
together well as a team. They were very 
fit and it was rewarding as they were 
promoted from Division 4 to Division 3 
which just shows that their hard work 
paid off. They continued right through to 
December with matches not only for 
Clanna Gael but also for Scoil Mhuire GAA 
league. 
LorcanTiernan (Coach) kept the girls 
focused and fit and ensured that they 
enjoyed both training and matches which 
brought them through to the end of the 
year and being promoted to Division 3. 
January was a slow start for all trying to 
get back into rythmn after the Christmas 
break with no matches until March, but we are once again fit and playing a match every weekend since 
and holding our own against some capable teams. Dave Walsh and Owen Travers have been helping 
out training the girls. 
We got a couple of new players who have helped improve the teams performance and we now have a 
solid panel of 16 players. These girls are very dedicated and always try to be there for their team.  
Since moving up to Division 3, we can definitely feel that the competition level is much harder, but the 
girls have won some and lost some, but playing well and any losses are only a couple of points. 
You can see that their skills levels have improved so much in a short period of time, it seems to come 
naturally to them. 
We have a good few matches before the end of June and look forward to the new season in 
September. 
A big thank you must go to the players and their parents for being so supportive every week with 

training/matches and 
having the girls involved to 
enable us to have a great 
U11 Girls team. 
I have no doubt that the 
great experiences that 
they are gaining through 
these sporting activities is 
helping to develop their 
relationships and 
friendships within their 
own circle of friends and 
learning how to respect 
their opponents and to 
deal with varying levels of 
competition. 

Clanna Gael Fontenoy 
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The girls have had a mixed  return   results – wise, but 6 out of 7 of their games have 

been enthralling contests. Some very close matches showed up great determination and 

plenty of skill – these girls play for each other and don’t give up ! 

In one match against Peregrines they came back from 8 points behind to win by 4 points,  5-8 to 5-12! 

Great  coaching skill, dedication and patience from Amy Brannigan (as well as coaching U14s and U16s for Dub-

lin!),  Philippe Thirroueiz and guest trainer Claire Grogan. Thanks folks. Also Leo , Martin & Simon on the side-

lines and Orlagh for the oranges ! 

The Feile (County U 14 Competition) was a great learning experience. The girls represented Clan na Gael 

proudly  -  beating Man O War in a great game, losing to Ballyboden  heavily, but battling back to “share the sec-

ond half” against a powerfull  Parnells team who won the final ! 

A big thank you to Pat Kane and Amy Brannigan  for steering us to and through the Feile. Special thanks to Jon-

ney Sadlier who is always helpful,  patient and good humoured – he keeps the show on the road for all the teams. 

Finally, our player of the year, Claire Byrne, injured her wrist in the win over Man O’ War – we look forward to 

her return soon (along with Anna and Erika!) They are quite a team !! 
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Whatever their age group, this particular squad 

are always likely to be more popularly referred 

to as ‘the 2000s’. The move up to the U-12 

category has presented new competitive 

challenges this year. But they have met them 

head on and are generally holding their own 

well on both the hurling and football fronts.  

With less interest in the sliotar than in the 

football, we have a relatively small squad of 

players for the 8-team Group D of the hurling 

blitz in which we are currently involved. 

Furthermore, we find ourselves in a tough 

group with the likes of Liffey Gaels and St. 

Finians among others. However, that hasn’t 

stood in the way of some stellar performances 

from our team, with three wins and one loss 

recorded to date – and even the loss was by a 

slim enough margin. At the time of going to 

press, we are third in the table, just two points 

behind the leaders and with a game in hand. So 

it’s all to play for in the weeks and months 

ahead.  

While the on-field success hasn’t yet been as 

notable on the football front, the team’s current 

position around mid-table of a 10-team 

Division 3 League is quite good; particularly 

considering we’re in the company of 

Ballyboden St Endas, Lucan Sarsfields, Cuala 

and Ballinteer St Johns among others. With 

just three games played, there’s a long way to 

go yet in this competition. Moreover, the 

games lost have shown up shortcomings in the 

application of basic skills and, given the talent 

that exists across the squad, this can be 

addressed through focused training over time. 

We expect better things lie ahead. 

 

At full strength the football squad numbers 

close to 30 in total, helped in part by the arrival 

of some new faces in recent months – always a 

good and welcome sign. Another particularly 

welcome development –this time off the 

playing field - has been the development of 

friendships among squad members. Games 

come and go, friendships are more enduring. 

 

While much of the hard work is done by the 

players themselves in both training and 

matches, the support and involvement of 

parents is invaluable to the squad mentors. 

Long may this continue! 

 

Training is normally on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, 8-9pm. New players are welcome 

at all times. 
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Last October the club made the difficult decision to amalgamate the U13’ and U14’s football and hurling. Since 

then great progress has been made by the team in improving skills, tactical and spatial awareness, physical fitness 

and discipline through the excellent coaching of Ciaran Murphy and Colly Reynolds. While the team overall is 

finding that the physical difference of playing against teams that are generally about 9 to 12 months older that us 

is demanding ,they have adapted very well. The players have experienced regular training twice a week plus a 

game at the week-ends. Overall it’s a demanding fixture list and we have completed all our fixtures to date. 

In the football league the team is currently placed 3rd , having won 4 and lost two games to date . We also had a 

great Feile football day when the team won their group only to be beaten by 1 point in the semi final by the team 

that subsequently won the final. 

In hurling the standard has been far higher than we would have been used to .In the league while we have won 

one game and been competitive in 2 of the other 5 games so far, it appears that we were placed in too high a divi-

sion. We also had our Feile hurling outing and again the team performed admirably against tough opposition. 

Quite a number of the team have been playing for their schools with both Star of the Sea and Marian College get-

ting to the later stages of both hurling and football schools competitions. This is a tremendous help to the boys 

and thanks to their teachers, coaches and particularly club GPO Jonney Sadlier for their help. 

At this stage of the year there are trials for the Dublin U13 football and hurling Development squads and some of 

our players have taken part in these. So far they have been a credit to themselves and to the club and best wishes 

to them in this very challenging process. 

We would also like to express our thanks to the support team of Dave Walsh (communications supremo!), JJ 

Barry (first aid expert!) and Bernard Barron for their administrative and mentoring skills. Last but not least it has 

been great to be able to call upon the help and assistance of Jimmy Barnes, Christine and Noel Fitzpatrick and Pat 

Duffy and many other parents and supporters throughout the year.  

We welcome support from all quarters in supporting the team and coaches at any stage during the year. If we con-

tinue with these combined efforts both on and off the pitch there is a bright future ahead for this very talented 

group of players. 

Boys Under 14 
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The U14 Ladies Football team have had a very mixed past year. We finished mid-table in the 

league. Come September we didn’t know what to expect but expectations were high. We 

won all our round robin matches and met Parnell’s in the Final. Despite a slow start we even-

tually got on top and brought the second Ladies Football Championship cup into the Club in 

2010. Unfortunately 2011 has been a very mixed year with the loss of some players and inju-

ries off the pitch, this has caused us to struggle fielding a team for the majority of our 

matches. We have had some big wins but also some big losses but through it all the players 

have never given up during a match.  Hopefully come Championship time we will be able to 

field a full strength team and play to our full potential. On a positive note we had two play-

ers, Eimer Divney and Helen Barron get to the final trial match for the Dublin U14 Squad. 

 

Managers: Maureen Hogan & Elaine McDonnell 

Trainer: Conor Dodd 

Girls Under 14 
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Thomas Walsh, Niall Lavery, Sean Rimmer, David Byrne, Daniel Kelly, Ross Maher, Sam Bannable, 

Austin Dodd, Jack Walsh, Cian Mulcahy, Dylan Johnston, Theo Kelly, Adam Fagan, Dean Tiley, Des Markey, 

Sean Reddy, Eric Doyle, Sean O'Connor, David Meenan , Paul Mosnier, Connor Fitzpatrick 

 

The U16 football team lead by joint captains Ross Maher and Tomo Walsh. Now in Div 5, the team has pushed 

on from last year, getting stronger with every game. The extremely competitive team has 18 committed players, 

getting excellent coaching from the one and only Albert Hannon. The team’s skill levels and team play has gone 

up several notches under Albert’s training drills and match tactics. The key mantra for the team is “keep the ball – 

Patience –Hand Pass – Find a player-take your score”.  

 

The key goal for this team is to act as a feeder in the senior section of the club. Our mission is get teenagers to 

continue play sport at a good standard.  

 

The team is made up of lads from 8 different schools, the majority from Marion College. The other made up from 

Gonzaga College, St Michael, Conleths, CUS, Clonkeen College, Blackrock College and Newpark Comprehen-

sive. Credit to all the schools for their continued commitment to team sports. At least 10 of the panel have played 

for Clanna Gael since 2005. 

   

The high/low this season was the quarter final against Parnell’s, again the team got an away draw. The team was 

buzzing after a great win over Raheny. The match was so close (3pts at the end). With 10 mins left , we had a 

chance to win the game. It wasn’t to be our day, no regrets. The team did us proud and will take a lot of positives.  

 

Thanks to the forever enthusiastic mentors Ray Walsh, Albert Hannon  and the players and their parents for their 

continued support over the years.  

Boys Under 16 
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Sean Moore Road, Ringsend,  Dublin 4 
Clanna Gael Fontenoy 


