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Clanna Gael Fontenoy GAA Club 

CLANNS UPDATE 
 

 
   

Proud sponsors of Clanna Gael Fontenoy 

 

Club News 
 

Stop Press….Stop Press……. 
Evening Herald on Clanns 
proud history  
 
A report  in the Evening Herald this 
week (Tuesday) illustrated a part of 
this club’s proud history and is worth 
reproducing in full here. 
 
“Mickey Whelan is Dublin gold.  They 
say he was ahead of his time as a 
footballer.  One of sport’s great 
philosophers.  Now he’s back on board 
the Pat Gilroy Express.  In Liam 
Lynch’s Kerryman column, ‘The 
Islandman’ , Mickey featured in its 
pages.   
 
The piece was about Clanna Gael 
winning the Dublin Senior Football 
Championship title in 1968. The team 
was captained by Mossie O’Driscoll, 
who came from Valentia.  There’s a 
picture in the Kerryman of Mossie, 
Mickey and Mick Byrne with the Cup.  
It was taken in 1968 at the The Spa 
Hotel, Lucan. Mick Byrne, of course, 
went on to achieve much distinction 
as the physio to the Irish soccer team.  
On the Clanns side of ’68, he was right 
corner forward.   
 

 
Mickey Whelan – Clanns and Dublin 
football supremo (photo courtesy of 
irishtimes.com) 

 
 
....continued next page 

 

 
U10 hurlers fare well 
Our U10 hurlers made the short trip to Donnybrook to play our neighbours, 
Ranelagh Gaels, in a series of friendlies.   
 
The team managed by Ronan and Cathal took a while to get into the game 
but benefitted from a half-time team talk to change things around in the 
second half.  Strong performances were delivered by Ciaran Hegarty and 
Anthony Hyland in defence, while up front the scores came from Arthur 
Collins, Donal Clarke and Ryan Byrne, who scored with the last puck of the 
game. Special mention must also go to Ronan O’Connor in goal - both for 
his numerous saves and tremendous puck outs. 
 

In the other games there were great efforts put in by Conor Crowley, with 
one particularly fine score, as well as by Sebastian McKenna Cooper and 
Morgan Groves.  All-in-all it was a great morning’s effort and was made all 
the more satisfying when the rain started falling after the final whistle! 

 
 

Girls show commitment at U12 level  
 

 
There was certainly no shortage of passion and commitment in the way our U12 
girls took on their counterparts from Fingalians on Saturday morning in Sean 
Moore Park.  And it was very difficult to separate the sides in the end in terms of 
skill level. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Visit www.clannagaelfontenoy.ie for lots more information 
on the Club’s activities 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

http://www.clannagaelfontenoy.ie/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minors use friendlies to good effect  
Our minor footballers and hurlers had two instructive outings over the 
weekend in Sean Moore Park with friendly fixtures against Templeogue 
Synge Street and Clontarf respectively.  Friday night saw the footballers 
gain the upper hand, while Sunday morning the hurlers came up short by 
just three points despite being short a number of key players.   
 

 
Our minor footballers in control against Templeogue Synge Street under lights on 
Friday night 

 
Both teams acquitted themselves well despite early signs of rustiness – but 
then that was the whole purpose of the exercise ahead of competitive 
league action getting underway in the next couple of weeks.   
 

 
Our minor hurlers acquit themselves well against Clontarf on Sunday morning 

 
The footballers will face a very high standard as they contest for success in 
Division 2 against the likes of Ballymun Kickhams, St Brigids, Castleknock, 
Raheny, St Oliver Plunketts and Cuala among others.  Meanwhile, for some 
strange reason our hurlers have been assigned to Division 4 ‘North City’; 
there they’ll encounter St. Vincents, Na Fianna, Clontarf, Castleknock and 
St Peregrines among others.   
 
 

 

Club News 
 

Clanns Proud History ..contd. 
 

In ’68 Clanns beat Scoil Uí Chonaill in 
the final at Croke Park.  The Scoil side 
included Tony Hempenstall, a future 
Dublin football selector under Gerry 
McCaul. Tony was known as ‘The 
Scout’. He also played for Dublin and 
he gave Scoil devoted service.   
 
The Ringsend club also collected the 
crown in 1936. Their captain was Seán 
Ó Síocháin, the future Director 
General of the GAA.  In the final of ’36 
they beat St Lawrence’s at Killester 
Park.  
 
The following year they also brought 
home the trophy.  But they did so on a 
walkover.  The final against Seán 
McDermott’s was due to throw in at 
8pm.  McDermott’s insisted they could 
only play in the afternoon because the 
majority of their players worked in the 
bar trade.   
 
The ’68 triumph ended a long run 
without success for Clanns.  As Liam 
Lynch wrote: “Clanna Gael appeared 
in many finals with many years of 
hard luck.  Throughout the 40s and 
50s they fielded many outstanding 
teams.  The strong teams fo Dublin 
football in the 50s were St Vincent’s, 
Seán McDermott’s, Garda, UCD  and 
Clanna Gael.  When Dublin won the 
All-Ireland in 1963, the illustrious 
Ringsend outfit supplied Mickey 
Whelan, Paddy Holden, Gerry Davey, 
Chris Kane, Aidan Donnelly and Tony 
Gilleen.” 
 
Valentia Islanders, Timothy Lyne, Pat 
O’Connell and Tadhg O’Donoghue, 
also played with Clanna Gael.  
 
Clanns attracted players from many 
different counties.  But there was 
none better than Mickey Whelan, the 
man with a telescope in his boots.” 
 
 

 

 
 

@Clannagaelfont 


